
. 0

% Second Section i

VOL. X.. NO. 137. NEV

GENERAL MAGRIIDER'S
STORY OF BIG BETHEL

Official Reports of First Land Battle of Civil
W ar, on Whose Blood Stained Field

Granite Shaft Was Unveiled
Yesterday.

Headquarters, Camp Bethel,
Bethel Church, June loth, i8f*»f.

The enemy, IhirtVrfivc hundred strong, attacked us at our ]iost,anil after a very animated coullict i»f two hours and a half was re¬
pulsed at all points and total'; routed. Emir companies of cavalry
are now in hoi pursuit towani Newport News. 1 cannot speak loo
highly of the devotion of our troops, all of whom did their dutynobly ; and whilst it might appear invidious lo speak particularly of
any rcguncnl or corps when' all hehaVed so well, I am compelled
In express my great appreciation nf the skill and gallantry of MajorRandolph and his howitzer battery, and Colonel Mill, the officers
and men of lhu North Carolin., regiment. As ati instance of the
hitler I will mere y mention that a gun under the gallant CaptainBrown, of the howitzer battery, having been rendered unfit for serv¬
ice by the hrcaking of a priiiiv'g wire in the vent, and not beingdefended by infantry, from the small number we had at our com¬
mand, Captain Brown threw it over a precipice, and the work was
occupied ¦for a moment by the enemy.

Captain Bridgets, of the North Carolina regiment, in the most
gallant manner, retook it and held it until Captain T.rown had re¬
placed and put in position another piece, and then defended it with
his in flaut ry in the most gallant manner. Colonel Mill's judiciousami determined action was worthy of his .ancient glory ami Colonel
Stuart. Major Montague. Major Cary. Captains W alker and Atkin¬
son, with every officer and every man under their command, did goodservice in the front of the fight.

The able and efficient manner in which Captains Douthatt, Phil¬
lips and Jones, of the cavalry, performed the duties of infantry, and
Lieutenant Cliisman, of the VVylhe Killes. in protecting the rear of
the position, is deserving of high commendation.

There were many acts of personal gallantry.some under my
own observation, ami others which were reported lo me.that I will
take occasion lo mention in a subsequent communication; At pres¬
ent 1 expect another attack, and have no time. I am extremelyindebted to the two brothers. Robert 11. and William R. Vaughn,
my acting commissary and quartermaster, for the mosl gallant and
efficient services, no less than to my youthful aids) Mr. George A.
Magrudcr, Jr., and Hugh Staunard, who were always in the front
of the fight, and upon whom 1 request the government to bestow
commissions, as they are desirous of entering the regular service.

In the hurry of this communication I may have omitted to men¬
tion many gallant men.

1 have the honor lo be. vcryjcsfrcct fully, your ohedient servant.
J. BANKHEAD MAC,RUDER,

Colonel Commanding.To Colonel K. S. Garnetl.
Number of killed and wounded on our side.< )ne killed and

seven wounded. Enemy.Ten dead bodies found, as reported to me,
and. perhaps, fifty wounded. Three prisoners. ()ur force, all told,
about I.20O men. Enemy.3,50.") with 18- and 24-pounder guns be¬
sides light guns. J. R, M.

Report of Col. (afterward Gen.) D. H. Hill.
hirst North Carolina Infantry,

Yorklown, June 12th, i8t>i
In obedience lo orders from the colonel commanding, I march¬

ed on the ßtli inst., with my regiment and four pieces of Major Ran¬
dolph's battery, from Yorklown, on the Hampton Road, lo Bethel
Church, nine miles from Hampton. We reached there after dark on
a wet night, and slept without tents. Early on the morning of (he
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71I1 I made a rcconnoissancc of the ground, preparatory to fortifying.I found a branch of Hack River oh our front, and encircling our
right Hunk, t )n our left was a dense and almost impassable wood,
except about one bundled and fifty yards of old field. The breadth
of the road, a thick wood and narrow, cultivated field covered our
rear. The nature of the ground determined me to make an inclosed
work, and I bad the invaluable aid of Lieutenant Colonel Lee, of myregiment, in its plan and construction; < litr position had the in¬
herent defect 01 being commanded by an immense field immediate¬
ly in front of it. upon which the masses of the enemy might be read¬
ily deployed. Presuming that an attempt would be made to carrythe bridge across the stream, a battery was made for its especialprotection, and .Major Randolph placed his guns so as to sweep all
the approaches to it.

The occupation of two commanding eminences beyond the
creek an<l on our right would have greatly strengthened our posi¬tion, but our force was loo weak to admit of the occupation of more
than one of them. A battery was laid out on it for one of Ran¬
dolph's howitzers. We had only twenty-live spades, six axes and
three picks, but these were busily plied all day and night of the
71I1 and all day of the 8th. I hi fhe afternoon of the St Ii I learned that
a marauding party of the enemy was within a few miles of us. I
called for a party of thirty-four nu-n to drive them hack. Lieuten¬
ant Roberts, of Company l\ of my regiment, promptly responded,and in five minutes his command was en route.

1 detached Major Randolph with one howitzer to join them,and Lieutenant Colonel Lee, hirst Regiment North Carolina Volun¬
teers; requested and was granted permission to lake command of
the whole. .Alter a march of live miles they came across llie ma¬
rauders, busy over the spoils of a plundered house. A .shell soon
put the plunderers to flight, and (hey were chased over New Mar¬
ket bridge, where our little force was halted, in consequence of the
presence of a considerable hotly situate on the other side.

Lieutenant Colonel Lee brought in one prisoner. 1 low many ofthe enemy were killed and_ wounded is licit known. None of our
command was hurt. Soon after Lieutenant Colonel Lee left a citi¬
zen came dashing in with the information that seventy-live maraud¬
ers were on the Lack River Road.

I called for Captain McDowell's company (E), of the FirstRegiment of North Carolina Volunteers, and in three minutes it
was in hot pursuit. Lieutenant West, of the Howitzer battalion,with one piece, was detached to join them, and Major Lane, of myregiment, volunteered, dispersed and chased the wretches over theNew Market bridge, this being the second race on the same day
over the New Market course, in both of which the Yankees reachedlite goal first. Major Lane brought in one prisoner. Reliable citi¬
zens reported that two cart loads and one buggy load of wounded
were taken to Hampton.

YA'e had not a single man killed or wounded. Colonel Magrildercame up thai evening and assumed command.
< >n Sunday, the oth. a fresh supply of tools enabled us to putmore men to work. and. when not engaged in religious duties, the

men worked vigorously on tin- i- Irencluneuls. We were aroused atthree o'clock on Monday morning for a general advance upon the
enemy, and inarched three and a half miles, when we learned 1 hatthe foe, in large force, was within a few hundred yards of us, Wefill back hastily upon our entrenchments, and awaited the arrivalof our invaders. Lieutenant Colonel Stuart, of tin- Third Virginia-Regiment, having conic wilh sonic one hundred and eighty men, wasstationed on the hill on the extreme right, beyond llie creek, and
Company (I of my regiment was also thrown over the stream to pro-led the howitzer under Captain Hrown.

Captain llridgers, of Company A, Kirsl North Carolina Regi¬ment, took posl in the dense wood beyond and lb I lie* lefl of I heroad. Major Montague, with thiejc companies of his battalion, wasordered up from llie rear, and took posl on our right, beginningat the church and expending along the entire fron I on that side.
This fine hotly of nun and llie gallant command of LieutenantColonel Stuart worked with great rapidity, and in an hour had con¬

structed temporary shelters against the enemy's fire.
Just at q o'clock a. in. the heavy columns öf I lie ehenty were

seen approaching rapidly and hi good order, but when Randolphopened on ihein at 0:15 their organization was completely broken
up. The enemy promptly replied wilhj his artillery, tiring brisklybut wildly. I lr made an attempt at deployment on our right of the
road, under cover of some houses ami paling, lie was, however,
very promptly driven back by our artillery, a Virginia company.the Life Guards.and Companies I', and G of my regiiuciH. The
enemy attempted no development within musketry range during the
day, except under cover of woods, fences or paling.Luder cover of trees he moved a strong column to an old ford,
some three-quarters of a mile below, when- I had placed a picketof some forty men. Colonel Magrilder sent Captain Worth's com¬
pany, of Montague's command, with one howitzer, under Sergeant
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Crane, lb drive back this column, which was done by a single shot
from the howitzer.

Before this a priming wire had been broken in the vent of the
howitzer commanded by Captain Brown, and rendered it useless.

A force estimated at I.500 was now attempting to ontllank us
ami get in the rear of Lieutenant Colonel Stuart's small command,
lie was accordingly directed to fall back, and the whole cd our
advanced troops were withdrawn. At this critical moment 1 direct¬
ed Lieutenant Colonel Lee to call Captain Bridgers out of the.
swamp, and ordered him to reovciipy the nearest advanced work,
and I ordered Captain Ross, company C, hirst Regiment, North
Carolina Volunteers, to the support of Lieutenant Colonel Stuart, *

These two captains, will their companies, crossed over lo Ran¬
dolph's battery, under a very heavy tire, in a most gallant manner.
As Lieutenant Colonel Stuart had withdrawn, Captain Ross was
detailed at the'church, near Randolph's battery. Captain Bridgers,however, crossed over and drove the zouaves out of the advanced
howitzer battery, and rcoceupied it.

It is impossible to overestimate this service. It decided the
action in bur favor.

In obedience to orders from Colonel Magruder, Lieutenant
Colonel Stuart inarched back, and in spite of the presence of a foe
ten limes his superior in number resumed in tin.' most heroic man¬
ner, possession of his entrenchments.
A fresh howitzer was carried across ami placed in the battery, and

Captain Avery, of Company (i, was directed to defend it at all
hazards. We were now secure as at the beginning of the light, and
as yet had no man killed. The enemy, finding himself foiled on ourright Hank, next made his final demonstration on our left. A strongcolumn, supposed to consist of volunteers from different regiments,and under command of Captain Winthrop, aid-de-cainp to General
Butler, crossed over the creek and appeared at the angle on our
left. Those in advance had put on our distinctive badge of a white
band around the cap, and they cried out repeatedly, "Don't lire."
This ruse was practiced to enable the whole column lo get over the
creek and form in good order. They now began to cheer most
lustily, thinking that our work was open at the gorge, and that theycould get in by a sudden rush. Companies B ami C. however, dis¬
pelled the illusion by a cool, deliberate and well-directed lire.
Colonel Magruder sent over portions of Companies G, C and II of
my regiment to our support: and now began as cool firing on our
side as was ever witnessed.

The three field officers of the regiment were present, and but
few shots were fired without their permission, the men repeat¬edly saving, "May 1 lire?'" "I think I can bring him." They were all
in high glee, and seemed to enjoy it as much as boys do rabbit shoot¬
ing. Captain Winthrop, while most gallantly urging on his men,
was shot through the heart, when all rushed back with the utmost
precipitation.

So far as my observation extended, he was the only one of the
enemy who exhibited even an approximation to courage during the
whole day.

fhe fight -at- the angle lasted but twenty minutes. Tt com¬
pletely discouraged the enemy, and he made no further effort atassault. The house in front, which had served as a hiding placefor the enemy, was now fired by a shell from a howitzer, and the
outhouses and palings were soon in a blaze. As all shelter was
now taken from him. the enemy called in his troops and started
back to 1 lampion. As he had li ft sharpshooters behind him in the
woods on our lift, the dragoons could not advance until CaptainMoke, of Company Is, fust North Carolina Volunteers, had thor¬
oughly explored them.

As soon as he gave the assurance of the road being clear Cap¬tain Douthatt. with some one hundred dragoons, in compliancewith Colonel Magruder's orders, pursued! 'fhe enemy in his haste
threw away hundreds of canteens, haversacks, overcoats, etc.. even
the dead were thrown out of the wagons. The pursuit soon be¬
came a chase, and fen- the third lime the enemy won the race over
the New Market course.

fhe bridge was torn up behind him, and our dragoons re¬turned to camp. There were not quite 800 of my regiment engagedin the light, and not one-half of these drew trigger during the day.All remained manfully at the post assigned fl> them, and not a
man in the regiment behaved badly. The companies not engaged
were as much exposed, ami rendered equal service with those par¬ticipating in the light. They deserve equally the thanks of the
country. In fact, it is the most trying ordeal to which soldiers can
be subjected, to receive a lire which their orders forbid them to
return. I lad a single company left its post our works would have
been exposed; and the constancy and discipline of the unengagedcompanies cannot be too highly commended.

A detachment of fifteen cadets from the North Carolina Military
Continued on Second Page.
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